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Route for Keystone approved, 
clearing hurdle for Alberta oil 


TransCanada warns Nebraska decision on alternative path does not guarantee pipeline will be built 


SHAWN McCARTHY OTTAWA 
JEFF LEWIS CALGARY 

Nebraska has approved an alterna- 
tive route for TransCanada Corp.’s 
$8-billion (U.S.) Keystone XL pipe- 
line, a ruling that removes a key hur- 
dle in the decade-long quest to link 
Alberta’s oil sands to U.S. refineries 
on the Gulf Coast - but will create 
more uncertainty for the controver- 
sial project. 


The Monday ruling is far from an 
unqualified victory and would add 
costs and further delays to the pro- 
ject. Still, the decision was immedi- 
ately welcomed by the Alberta-based 
oil industry and governments in 
Edmonton and Ottawa. 

The 3-2 decision is likely to face 
appeals by landowners and environ- 
mentalists, who contend the ruling 
approves a route with little study 
and invalidates the presidential per- 


mit issued by U.S. President Donald 
Trump last March that was based on 
the company’s preferred route. 

TransCanada issued a brief state- 
ment Monday signalling it would 
study the decision’s impact on the 
project’s costs and schedule. Trans- 
Canada shares were up 1.5 per cent in 
late afternoon trading on the Toron- 
to Stock Exchange. 

“While today’s Keystone XL pipe- 
line approval is an important mile- 
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person that I am.” CHRIS YOUNG/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


stone, it does not provide certainty 
that the project will ultimately be 
built and begin operating,” Gavin 
MacFarlane, a vice-president at 
Moody’s Investors Service, said in a 
statement. 

Calgary-based TransCanada has 
sought approvals for Keystone XL for 
nearly 10 years; it was turned down 
by president Barack Obama in 2015, 
only to be revived by Mr. Trump. 
Pipeline, Page 6 
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Mugabe’s 
party signals 
intent to Keep 
grip on power, 
stifle dissent 


More than 24 hours after he was cho- 
sen to be Zimbabwe’s next president, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa still has not 
surfaced into public view. He is oper- 
ating deep in the shadows, where he 
has always felt more comfortable, 
while his proxies do the work for 
him. 

Mr. Mnangagwa, a former spy chief 
and guerrilla fighter, has not been 
visible since his military allies seized 
power in Zimbabwe nearly a week 
ago. Yet, the ruling party has already 
installed him as the successor to 
President Robert Mugabe, the man 
who has dominated Zimbabwe for 
the past 37 years. Until Monday 
night, Zimbabweans did not even 
know if Mr. Mnangagwa was in the 
country. Then, army commander 
General Constantino Chiwenga dis- 
closed in an evening speech to the 
nation that the former vice-presi- 
dent is still outside the country, 
where he had fled when Mr. Mugabe 
sacked him two weeks ago - but is 
“expected in the country shortly.” 
Gen. Chiwenga also revealed that the 
military is negotiating “guarantees” 
and a “road map” for Mr. Mugabe’s 
future. But while those talks contin- 
ue, Zimbabwe’s MPs are pushing 
ahead with a move to impeach Mr. 
Mugabe, beginning on Tuesday. 

The Zimbabwean military is seek- 
ing the cloak of legitimacy as the 
next step in its carefully planned 
takeover. But the swift and unani- 
mous moves by its political loyalists 
in recent days are evidence that the 
post-Mugabe government will be as 
authoritarian as the Mugabe regime, 
even if it is likely to be slightly more 
pro-Western and business-friendly. 

A meeting of the ruling party’s cen- 
tral committee on Sunday showed 
no sign of dissent or genuine debate. 
Sweeping changes to the party’s 
leadership - including a decision to 
dump the man who has ruled for 
nearly four decades - were approved 
in barely three hours of discussion. 

The enemies of Mr. Mnangagwa 
were denounced as “criminals” and 
“a wicked cabal” and expelled from 
the party. 
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Senators pay tribute to citizens 
— and themselves - with medals 


The Senate is awarding many of its 
own members specially minted 
medals as part of a program intend- 
ed to honour volunteers, commun- 
ity activists and “unsung heroes” 
for the Red Chamber’s 150th birth- 
day. 

Each of the 93 senators are 
allowed to award 12 medals to peo- 
ple they choose, and can also 
receive one themselves. 

Forty-seven senators have chosen 
to receive their own Senate 150th 
anniversary medal, according to a 
list provided by the Senate. 

The $225,000 initiative was 
approved by a Senate committee 
this spring after the Liberals 
cancelled the previous govern- 
ment’s Canada 150 commemorative 
medal program. 

Conservative Senator David Wells, 
one of the senators in charge of the 
program, said the goal is to honour 
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those who aren’t normally recog- 
nized in the public eye. 

“Its exclusively for people who 
have worked hard in their com- 
munities, made contributions, 
unsung heroes, people that general- 
ly go unnoticed,” Mr. Wells said. 

“Senators were also offered a 
medal as a recognition of their con- 
tribution to the Parliamentary 
debate over the last 150 years.” 

Of the 1,500 bronze medals struck 
by the Royal Canadian Mint, Mr. 
Wells said 800 have been allotted so 
far. He said any leftover medals 
would be redistributed for the sena- 
tors to hand out. “I chose to receive 
[one], and Pll have mine in my 
office so when people come to my 
office I'll be able to use that as a 
way to discuss the Senate,” he said. 

“A lot of people don’t know about 
the Senate and its importance over 
the years and PII use that as a 
launching point for that discussion.” 
Medal, Page 6 


Killing Columbus: New York joins 
debate over monuments 


JOANNA SLATER NEW YORK 
U.S. CORRESPONDENT 
S erphin Maltese, a former state 
senator in New York, leaned into 
the microphone. All this talk of 
removing monuments was like book 
burning by totalitarian regimes, he 
said, his voice rising with anger. 
“Our present mayor,” he concluded, 
“will go down in history as the one 
who killed Christopher Columbus.” 
What should happen to Columbus 
- or more precisely, the monuments 
devoted to him - has become part of 
an unusual public debate. New York 
is the latest U.S. city to join a nation- 
wide reckoning over memory and 
history. And New Yorkers, not 
known for being shy about their 
opinions, have thoughts to share. 
Three months ago, New York May- 
or Bill de Blasio pledged a review of 
all “symbols of hate” on city prop- 
erty. The announcement came days 
after a woman was killed in Char- 


lottesville, Va., following a rally by 
white supremacists in support of a 
statue of Confederate military leader 
Robert E. Lee. 

Now a mayoral panel will deliver 
non-binding recommendations on 
the future of monuments and mark- 
ers “seen as oppressive and incon- 
sistent with the values of New York.” 
The first of five public meetings 
took place Friday in Queens. 

Unlike in the American South, the 
knotty question here is not what to 
do with Confederate symbols, but 
how to handle the numerous trib- 
utes to Columbus - in particular, the 
triumphal statue of him atop a ped- 
estal in the middle of Columbus Cir- 
cle, a major plaza at the southwest 
corner of Central Park. 

Columbus isn’t the only figure of 
controversy. At the hearing, some 
New Yorkers voiced a desire to get 
rid of a statue of J. Marion Sims that 
sits on Fifth Avenue. 

Columbus, Page 4 
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Globe wins international prize 

for feature on seeds of war 

The Globe and Mail’s Mark 
MacKinnon has won a story of the 
year prize at the Foreign Press 
Association Awards for writing about 
the teenagers who led the rebellion 
that sparked the Syrian conflict. 
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